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Partial tǊŜǘŜǊƛǎƳΩǎView of Revelation

Â ²ǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ ƳƛŘ !Φ5Φ слΩǎ

Â Mostly fulfilled in A.D. 70

Â tǊŜŘƛŎǘǎ !Φ5Φ тл ǎŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ 
divorce and judgment of adulterous Israel

Â Rev 20 describes a future bodily return of Christ 



Key Concepts

1. Hermeneutics
8. The woman in the 

wilderness (Rev 12)

2.ά¢ƛƳŜ ǘŜȄǘǎέ 9. The beast (Rev 13)

3. Theme verse (Rev 1:7) 10. Babylon (Rev 17ς18)

4. Relevance to the seven 
churches  (Rev 2ς3)

11./ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ 
reign (Rev 20:1-10) 

5.DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜ ŘŜŎǊŜŜ όwŜǾ рύ
12. The eternal state (Rev 21ς

22)

6. The 144,000 (Rev 7)
13. Concluding exhortation 

(22:10)

7. The temple (Rev 11)
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Hermeneutics

Â Preterist= Hyperbole based on Apocalyptic 
literature

Â Futurist= Normal, literal, consistent





Revelation's Symbols and Figures of Speech

Âά{ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅέ όммΥуύ

Âά{ƛƎƴέ όмнΥмύ

Âά[ƛƪŜέ ƻǊ άŀǎέ όуΥуύ

ÂOT correspondence (Rev 13:2; Dan 7)

ÂContextual interpretations (17:18)



!ǎǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ aŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
Symbols and Figures of Speech

Â Context (Rev 12:3, 9)

Â Old Testament (Rev 
12:1; Gen 37:9-10)

Â Comparison (Rev 8:8)



GLOBAL EVENTS YET TO OCCUR

Â Worldpopulationdestroyed(Rev. 6:8; 9:15)

Â Seaturns to blood(Rev. 16:3)

Â GreatestEarthquakein history(Rev. 16:18)

Â Thegreatcity that reignsover the entire earth
(Rev. 17:18)



Apocalyptic Books

ÂEnoch

ÂApocalypse of Baruch

ÂJubilees

ÂAssumption of Moses

ÂPsalms of Solomon

ÂTestament of the Twelve Patriarchs

ÂSibylline Oracles



Emergent Eschatology and Genre

ά¢ƘŜbook of Revelationis an example of popular
literary genre of ancient Judaism,known today as
Jewish apocalyptic. Trying to read it without
understandingits genre would be like watching Star
Trek or some other sciencefiction show thinking it
wasa historicaldocumentaryΧinsteadof beinga book
about the distant future, it becomesa way of talking
about the challengesof the immediatepresent.έ

Brian McLaren, The Secret Message of Jesus, 175-76



ά!ƴƻǘƘŜǊobvious similarity between the
Apocalypseand its uninspired counterparts is
the use of vivid images and symbolsΧin
depictingthe conflict betweengoodand evil. A
failure to take in to accountthis feature hasled
someto the most outlandishteachingson this
book by some whose rule of interpretation is
ΨƭƛǘŜǊŀƭunlessabsurd.ΩThoughthis isa goodrule
when dealingwith literature written in a literal
genre, it is the exact opposite in the caseof
apocalypticliterature, where symbolismis the
rule andliteralismis the exception.έ

Steve Gregg
Revelation: Four Views, 11



J.B. Caird best summarizes the
matter when he says,"What seems
to haveescapednotice at the time
is that Eschatologyis a metaphor,
the applicationof end of the world
language to that which is not
literally the endof the world.έ

G. B. Caird
The Language and Imagery of the Bible 

(London: Duckworth, 1980), 253.



άΧthe preterist view does understand
wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎprophecies as strongly
reflecting actual historical events in
WƻƘƴΩǎnear future, though they are set
in apocalyptic drama and clothed in
poetichyperbole.έ

Kenneth Gentry
Four Views of Revelation, p. 38.


