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Introduction
Bob Mendohlson – National Director, Jews For Jesus, Sydney – Recent FB Post!
“There is so much confusion about messianic Jewish identity and activity. I am going to
write/video about this over the next few weeks. But for today, I am a bit surprised that a man
named Cortes who is being touted as something is completely unknown to all the messianic
groups in Sydney. If were in the Marsfield/Ryde area, I’d be wary. There are so many ‘out
there” who are not kosher, that is, who make anything but Yeshua, Son of God and God,
the Son, their hope and their salvation. I’d give this a miss today.” (Emphases added)

SECTION ONE
THE MAIN ISSUE IDENTIFIED & SCRIPTURAL EVIDENCE FOR JESUS’ DEITY!
Who is Jesus Christ? Is Yeshua (Hebrew for “Jesus”) really the promised Messiah of
Israel (“Christ” (from Greek, christos, “anointed” = Hebrew for “{Ha = The} Messiach”)
of the Old Testament?” Is Jesus Christ truly the Son of God … literally God Himself, the
Divine living within human flesh? Were Jesus Christ’s claims those of a Liar or Lunatic,
or is He really Lord of the universe?
Our assigned topic – WHO IS JESUS, REALLY? – will address these questions, and
answer them from Scripture, not human philosophy, or unrestrained guesses of “spiritually
dead” men groping for answers in a sin-darked, sin-sick world, or even well-intentioned
“Creeds” that have been authored by certain sections of ecumenical Christendom in the Early
Church era – i.e., Roman Catholic (Western) & Orthodox (Eastern) “Churches”, or even
Rabbinical writings from past centuries if perchance they might provide an answer!
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Need I remind assembled listeners (or readership/listeners/viewers), that as our society
rapidly approaches the End Time events prophesied in Scripture, Satan and his evil forces are
doing everything within their power in an ultimately vain attempt to thwart the sovereign,
revealed purposes of God?
The goal of “Apollyon” (or “Abaddon” = The Destroyer – Rev. 9:11) and his nefarious
minions is to deceive humanity. The characteristic of the Last Days is that it will be a time of
“deception” (Mt. 24:2-3, 1 Tim.4:1-2ff). His subtle plan to condition unsuspecting,
biblically illiterate people or Bible Teachers with a twisted hermeneutic - even would be
believers - to worship an individual known as "the Beast", "the Antichrist" (Rev. 13:1-18; cf.
Dan.7:8). This “Fallen Angel” has always desired to be worshipped as God (Isa. 14:12; Luke
4:7), and he will be worshipped as God in the coming Tribulation Period (2 Thess. 2:3-4).
In order to bring this about, Satan realizes that he must first “DETHRONE the true God in
the hearts and minds of people”! And to do this, he must, as he’s done in the past, employ a
virulent, sustained, subtle, attack on the Deity of Jesus Christ!
This attack on the Lord Jesus Christ is being executed in many ways by many different
groups. Various cult groups, New Age groups, and even modern Bible translators have their
own methods of robbing Jesus Christ of His Deity. Many young men today enter Bible
colleges and seminaries believing in the Deity of Christ, and then graduate four years later
with less faith than when they enrolled!
Unlike the question “Does God exist?” very few people (as in the above Chart) question
whether Jesus Christ existed. It is generally accepted that Jesus was truly a man who,
historically, walked on the earth in Israel 2000 years ago.
•

•

The debate begins when the subject of Jesus' full identity is discussed. Almost
every major religion teaches that Jesus was a prophet or a good teacher or a
godly, or a moral, even benevolent man. The problem is that the Bible
reveals that Jesus was infinitely more than these character traits!

Scholar, University Lecturer, Author and “Born Again” Believer from
another generation, C.S. Lewis, (now in Heaven), in his book Mere
Christianity, wrote:

“I am trying here to prevent anyone from saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him
[Jesus Christ]: 'I'm ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don't accept his claim to be God.'
That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said
would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic—on a level with a man who says he is a
poached egg—or else he would be the Devil of hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is,
the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut him up for fool, you can spit at him and
kill him as a demon; or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God. But let us not come up with any
patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that option open to us. He did
not intend to.” (Emphases added).
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Before moving to a more detailed discussion of our present topic, permit the speaker to expand
this INTRODUCTION a little more by highlighting a few initial, salient, remarks on today’s
subject – just to whet our appetites:

I. Who did Jesus claim to be? Is He God? Whom does the Bible say He is?

We boldly avow (and will later prove from Scripture) that He is God and as God,
He is the central figure of Christianity, its Founder and Head of His Church! But
some detractor will no doubt counter:

Jesus claimed Deity! Look up John 10:30, “I and the Father are one”, noting the
context (10:1ff) of the one and only time the Jewish “Feast of Dedication” – The Jewish
Festival of Lights” – HANUKKAH – is mentioned in the Bible (verse 22).

At first glance, this might not seem to be a claim to be God. However, look at the
Jews’ reaction to His statement, “‘We are not stoning you for any of these,’ the Jews
replied, ‘but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God’” (John 10:33).
At this time, the Jews would have certainly been remembering the famous historical
“Maccabean Revolt” in 168-165 B.C. when Judas Maccabeus and his guerrilla fighters
eventually won the battles against the Hellenizers led by Antiochus IV, “Epiphanes”
(manifestation [of god/deity]). It must be recalled that the Orthodox, faithful
Maccabean-led Jews dubbed the moniker “Epimanes” (Mad Man!) on him (He is
referred to in Daniel 11:21-35).

The Jews of Jesus’ day understood Jesus’ statement as a claim to be God. In the following
verses, Jesus never corrected them. He said: “I did not claim to be God.” That indicates
Jesus was truly saying He was God by declaring, “I and the Father are one” (John
10:30)". Isn't that clear enough?
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Look up John 8:58 and you will find another similar example: “‘I tell you the truth,’ Jesus
answered, ‘before Abraham was (born), I AM!’” - Greek: ego eimi – Literally, I, I AM!
Again, in response, the Jews took up stones in an attempt to stone Jesus (John 8:59).
Jesus’ announcing His identity as “I am” (See the 6 other instances of His “I AM’s in
John’s Gospel in the chart below) is a direct application of the Old Testament name for
God (Exodus 3:14). We will return to this aspect later in the discussion.

Relevant words of Exodus 3:14 – Hebrew Text

eh – yeh

a sher

eh - yeh

The Hebrew literally means “I am that which I am” and connotes the translation:
“I will be what I will to be!” God’s sovereign nature and character is implied. Why
would the Jews again want to stone Jesus if He had not said some-thing they believed to
be blasphemous, namely, a claim to be God?

Jesus Claimed “Equality with God”!

Jesus says in Matthew 28:19, "Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have told you". Equality is implied!
If Jesus Christ isn't Deity, then why did He include Himself in the Holy Trinity?
Moreover, Paul stated in Philippians 2:6 that Jesus was in the "form of God", and that he
thought it not robbery (Lit: a thing to be grasped, held on to) to be "equal with God"!
Lastly (at this point), Jesus said in John 14:9, "...he who has seen me has seen the Father;
and how do you say then, Show us the Father?" Is the Father someone other than Jesus
Christ? Answer: No, not in essence, according to Him!
Thus, we note this interim conclusion: Jesus Christ, the Messiah, who is again centre-stage
in the New Testament claimed to be "one" with God and "equal" with Him!
This is central in our investigation! Now let’s look at the Bible’s evidence in more detail:
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The Deity of Christ
A Suggested Outline

based on the notes of Alva J. McLain, revised by Dr. John Whitcomb and Ivan French,
used by permission of
Grace Theological Seminary, Winona Lake, Indiana, USA, which source is gratefully acknowledged,
and more recently adapted by
Dr. Deane J. Woods, Sydney, NSW, Australia

The Deity of Christ - “My Lord and my God!”
I.

NAMES ARE APPLIED TO CHRIST WHICH CAN BE APPLIED
PROPERLY ONLY TO ONE WHO IS GOD!
A. He is called GOD.
“...and the Word was God” (John 1:1).
“ And Thomas answered and said unto Him, “My Lord and my God”.
(John 20:28).
“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ”.
(Titus 2:13).
“Christ...who is over all, God blessed for ever”.
(Romans 9:5).
“But unto the Son …, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever” (Hebrews 1:8).
“And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding,
that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son
Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life” (1 John 5:20).
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given...and his name shall be
called...The mighty God” (Isaiah 9:6). Refer to explanatory notes below.
B. He is called “the SON OF GOD.”
Note: In the days of Christ the title “Son of God” was understood to mean
“equality with God,” that is, “sameness of nature”. To claim to be the Son of God
was a full claim to deity. The following texts make this abundantly clear: John
5:17-18; 10:33,36; 19:7).
C. He is called “The Lord” (Greek: kurios ).
See Luke 2:11; John 13:13; Romans 10:9; 1 Cor. 12:3; Phil. 2:10.
Note: The common version of our Lord's day was the Septuagint (the Greek
translation of the Old Testament) which used the Greek “kurios” to translate the
sacred name “JEHOVAH” which is written as “LORD” or “GOD” in our
English (KJV) Old Testament. Isaiah 45:5-6 shows that Jehovah denotes the only
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true Deity. The OT = The tetragrammaton YHWH (Jehovah/Yahweh) is LORD
finds it counterpart in the NT = JESUS/YESHUA is LORD! = (THE NAME!).
D. He is called “the LORD OF GLORY.” Compare 1 Corinthians 2:8 with
Psalm 24:8-10.
E. He is called “the HOLY ONE.” Compare Acts 3:14 with Hosea 11:9 and
Isaiah 48:17.
F. He is called “the FIRST AND THE LAST.” Compare Revelation 1:17-18;
2:8 with Isaiah 44:6.
G. He is called “the ALPHA and OMEGA.” Compare Revelation 22:13,16
with Revelation 1:8. N.B. in this regard, Isaiah 48:12-16 =Triunity of the
Godhead!
H. He is called the Great “I AM.” Compare John 8:58; 18:6 with Exodus
3:14. Refer to the previous discussion on this aspect, above.
INTERIM CONCLUSION - NAMES
1. These names were applied to Christ by men who were Jews, who knew the
Old Testament and who therefore were fully aware of the real import of such
names. They fully realized what these names implied.
2. Furthermore, these Jews were intensely monotheistic. The central
affirmation of their faith was, “Hear O Israel, The Lord thy God is ONE
LORD” (Deuteronomy 6:4). They believed that there was an infinite chasm
between God and man. Yet these men applied these names to Jesus Christ.
3. Still further, Jesus Christ Himself was born a Jew (of the Virgin Mary, by the
holy Spirit (Lk. 1:35) who believed in One God, and that this One God was
immeasurably above man. He knew, as no one else ever knew, the tremendous
meaning of these names we have examined. Yet He not only permitted men to
address Him as such without protest, but He encouraged them, and at times,
applied these names to Himself! (John 20:28-29 and John 13:13).
II.

ATTRIBUTES ARE PREDICATED OF CHRIST THAT COULD BELONG
ONLY TO ONE WHO IS GOD!
Preliminary Observation: Note the tremendous claim made in John 16:15 “All things that the Father has are mine.” This includes His “Deity”.
A. Christ has SELF-EXISTENT life.
1. John 1:4 - “In Him was life”
2. John 14:6 - “I am the Life”
3. Acts 3:15 - “the Prince (Author) of life”
4. John 14:6 - “I am the Life”
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B. Christ is ETERNAL.
1. Isaiah 9:6 - “the everlasting Father” (or, as Hebrew text’s grammatical
construction connotes, “the Father of eternity”)
2. Micah 5:2 - “whose goings forth have been of old, from everlasting”
3. John 8:35; John 8:58; 1 John 1:2; 5:11 indicate His “Eternality”.
C. Christ is UNCHANGEABLE (IMMUTABLE).
1. Hebrews 1:10-12 - “but thou art the same”
2. Hebrews 13:8 - “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and today and forever.”
D. Christ is OMNIPRESENT. See Matthew 28:20.
E. Christ is OMNISCIENT. See John 2:24-25 (compare Jeremiah 17:9-10);
John 6:64; 16:30; Colossians 2:3. Examples: Matthew 17:24-27 Luke 5:22
John 1:48 John 4:16-19 John 21:6
F. Christ is OMNIPOTENT. See John 5:19 Philippians 3:20-21 Revelation
1:8 with Revelation 22:12-13 for identification. Examples: Luke 4:39;
Matthew 8:26-27; Mark 5:1213; Luke 7:14-15; John 2:19-22
G. Christ is PERFECT. (The term “perfect” as used in Scripture generally
means “complete”, “nothing lacking”) See Colossians 1:19 and
Colossians 2:9-10
H. Christ is INFINITE. See John 10:28; Ephesians 3:8 Colossians 2:3
I. Christ is INCOMPREHENSIBLE. See Matthew 11:27; Ephesians 3:8
Ephesians 3:19
J. Christ is HOLY. See Luke 1:35; Acts 3:14
K. Christ is TRUE. See John 14:6; Revelation 3:7
L. Christ is LOVE. See John 13:1 Romans 8:35-39 Ephesians 3:19 1 John
3:16 (ASV).
M. Christ is RIGHTEOUS. See 2 Timothy 4:8; 1 John 2:1
N. Christ is FAITHFUL. See Revelation 3:14; 19:11
O. Christ is MERCIFUL. See Jude 21 James 5:11 with 5:8 for identification.
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INTERIM CONCLUSION - ATTRIBUTES
John 16:15 - “All things that the Father has are mine” (This includes every
attribute that belongs to the Father belongs to Christ).
John 17:6 - Jesus prayed, “I have manifested Thy Name” (The “Name” of God as
used in Scripture refers to God's character, that is, all that God is. Hence Jesus is
saying, “I have shown what kind of a God You are. I have put Your Character on
display”).
Therefore, the Bible clearly teaches that in Christ all the fullness of Deity dwells
in bodily form (so Colossians 2:9).
III.

WORKS ARE DONE BY CHRIST WHICH ONLY GOD CAN DO!
A. Christ created all things. John 1:3 John 1:10 Ephesians 3:9 Colossians
1:16 Hebrews 1:2
B. Christ upholds and preserves all things. Colossians 1:17 Hebrews 1:3
C. Christ guides and directs the stream of history.
1. 1 Corinthians 10:4, 9, 11. The One who preserved and provided for the
children of Israel was the Lord Jesus.
2. Hebrews 1:2. Through Christ the ages were made.
3. Isaiah 9:6. Christ is the everlasting Father (Father of the ages).
D. Christ forgives the sins of man and gives eternal life. See Mark 2:5-12
with Isaiah 43:25 (compare Psalm 51:4) John 10:28 and Colossians 3:13
E. Christ builds the Church and maintains its corporate existence. See
Matthew 16:18 Ephesians 4:7-16 Philippians 1:2 and 4:23
F. Christ receives and answers prayer. See John 14:14 Acts 7:59; 2
Corinthians 12:7-9
G. Christ will raise the dead in the resurrection. See John 5:21 John 5:28-29
John 11:24-25 and compare Philippians 3:20-21
H. Christ is the Final Judge of the world. See Matthew 25:31-46; John 5:22;
Acts 10:42; Acts 17:31; 2 Corinthians 5:10
INTERIM CONCLUSION - WORKS
1. The above “works” are not to be classed as miracles which might be done
through delegated agents such as prophets and apostles. See notes on this, below.
2. Such “works” in the Old Testament were not only attributed to God, but they
were the marks of the one true God. The New Testament writers knew this, yet
they did not hesitate to attribute them to Jesus Christ.
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IV.

WORSHIP IS RENDERED TO CHRIST WHICH BELONGS ONLY TO
THE TRUE GOD!
A. The Bible clearly teaches that such worship belongs to God alone, and is
never to be rendered to any creature, no matter how exalted that creature may
be.
1. Apostles refused worship - Acts 14:11-15
2. Peter refused worship - Acts 10:25-26
3. Angels refused worship - Revelation 19:10; 22:8,9
4. Christ commanded men to worship God alone - Matthew 4:8-10.
5. Men are punished for accepting what belongs only to God - Acts 12:21-33
B. Yet this same Bible teaches that Christ is to be worshiped as God.
1. Christ accepted and encouraged such worship.
Matthew 14:31-33; 15:25-28; 28:9-10; 28:16-18; John 9:35-39
2. Christ demanded such worship.
John 5:23
3. The Father commands such worship of Christ.
Hebrews 1:6
4. Christ will be worshiped by the host of heaven. See Revelation 5:8
5. This worship of Christ will finally become universal - Philippians 2:10-11
(All – Jew and Gentile, Believer and Unbeliever [There will be no
unbelievers in Hell!] - will someday bow the knee to Christ!)

V.

CLAIMS ARE MADE BY CHRIST FOR HIMSELF WHICH COULD BE
TRUE ONLY OF ONE WHO IS GOD!
A. Christ claimed absolute authority over the laws and institutions of God.
1. The law of Moses - Matthew 5:31-34; 38-39
2. The temple - Matthew 12:6. Remember, every Jew knew that the pattern and
plan of the temple was given by Jehovah Himself.
3. The Sabbath - Matthew 12:8. Christ is “Lord even of the Sabbath Day”.
Every Jew knew that the Sabbath was instituted by God (Genesis chapter 2).
4. The Kingdom (Matthew 16:19).
B. He claimed to be the supreme object of saving faith equally with the
Father.
See John 10:30 John 14:1 John 17:3 John 21:15-2
C. At times Christ pointed to Himself alone as the true object of men's faith
and devotion, with no mention of the Father.
See Matthew 4:19; 11:28 and John 3:36
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D. Our Lord insisted that the highest and most precious of human ties and
devotion must yield to Him.
See Matthew 10:37; Luke 14:26
E. He claimed that in Himself all the deepest spiritual and eternal needs of
humanity are completely satisfied!
1. The knowledge of God - Matthew 11:27
2. The way to God - John 14:6
3. The door to salvation - John 10:7-9
4. Light for the soul - John 8:12
5. The water of life - John 7:37
6. The bread of God - John 6:35,51
7. Rest for the soul - Matthew 11:28-30
8. Spiritual guidance - John 10:11
9. Security from danger - John 10:28-30
10. Fruit-bearing energy - John 15:5
11. Life and Resurrection - John 11:25-26
INTERIM CONCLUSION - CLAIMS: The amazing thing about Christ was
that HE PREACHED HIMSELF!
“I AM... (as in John’s Gospel)” “Come unto ME” “He that believes in ME”.
VI.

INDIRECT TESTIMONY TO THE DEITY OF CHIRST!
Note: There are passages of Scripture where the deity of Christ is strongly
implied and assumed, yet not stated directly. The value of such indirect testimony
is that is shows us that the deity of Christ is woven into the very fabric of the New
Testament. The deity of Christ is assumed throughout the pages of the New
Testament.
The following are only a few of many examples that could be listed:
1. Luke 7:37-38, 44-48. Luke assumes our understanding that only God
forgives sins. Therefore, Jesus must be God!
2. John 12:37-41. The words of verse 40 were written by Isaiah just after he
saw JEHOVAH (Isaiah 6:1,10). But John says Isaiah saw Christ's glory (John
12:41), because he assumes that the reader identifies the Jehovah of Isaiah 6
with Christ.
3. John 14:28 - “My Father is greater than I.”
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If Jesus were not Himself God, how could He compare Himself with the
Father? It would be both blasphemous and ridiculous for a mere finite creature to
go about trying to convince others that the Father was greater than he was!
The Creator/creature distinction is infinite and cannot be compared at all.
Jesus was speaking of functional distinctions between the Persons of the Triune
Godhead (Christ voluntarily took upon Himself human form and certain
limitations as is described in the “Kenosis” (emptying) passage in Philippians 2:58, 9-11. There, Paul avows that in Jesus’ Incarnation, He did not surrender any
attributes of deity, but that He took on the limitations of humanity. This involved a
veiling of His pre-Incarnate glory (Jn. 17:5) and the voluntary non-use of some of
His divine prerogatives during this time He was on earth (Mt. 24:36)
Thus, the John 14:28 text (cited above) is another “proof text” for the deity of
Christ!
4. John 19:37. John's quotation is from Zechariah 12:10. But the context of that
passage (see Zech. 12:1) shows that it was Jehovah that was pierced. Thus,
Christ must be God.
5. 1 Timothy 1:13 - “Christ...put me into the ministry, who was before a
blasphemer.” Paul is certainly not saying that before his conversion he went
about speaking against Jehovah! But he did speak against Jesus. Since he
assumes the reader identifies Jesus with Jehovah, he also assumes that words
spoken against Jesus are blasphemous.
6. Galatians 1:1 - “Paul, an apostle, not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus
Christ.” Paul contrasts Jesus Christ with mere men, which would only be valid
if Christ were God.
7. Matthew 13:41; 16:27 and 24:31. These passages speak of Christ's angels.
To whom do angels belong? They are divinely created beings who do the
sovereign LORD’S bidding (See Psalm 103:20; cf. Psalm 91:1-7ff; Heb.
1:13)
8.

Now, it is one thing to claim to be God or to fool someone into

believing it is true, but something else entirely to prove it to be so.

Christ offered many miracles as proof of His claim to deity. Here are some
•
•
•

of Jesus' miracles:

Turning water to wine - John 2:7 Walking on water - Matthew 14:25
Multiplying physical objects - John 6:11

Healing the blind John 9:7, the lame Mark 2:3, and the sick Matthew 9:35; Mark
1:40-42
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•
•

•

Raising people from the dead John 11:43-44; Luke 7:11-15; Mark 5:35.

Moreover, Christ Himself rose from the dead! Far from the so-called dying and
rising gods of pagan mythology, nothing like the resurrection is seriously
claimed by other religions, and no other claim has as much extra-scriptural
confirmation.
Finally, as discussed above, and deliberately cited again here for emphasis, Christ
claimed He was YHWH, that He was deity (not just “a god” but the one true
God); His followers (Jews who would have been terrified of idolatry) believed
Him and referred to Him as God. Christ proved His claims to deity through
miracles, including the world-altering resurrection. No other hypothesis can
explain these facts. Yes, the deity of Christ is biblical!

FINAL CONCLUSION TO THE DEITY OF JESUS

There has never been a true and genuine Christianity from the time of the Apostles which
did not hold to the deity of Christ as the major tenet. This truth is the “BOTTOM LINE”,
ROCK FOUNDATION of the Christian faith (Mt. 16:15-18).
Those who deny the deity of Christ have no right to call themselves Christians in the
Biblical, historical sense of that term!
SECTION TWO
SUMMARY EXPLANATION OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY
IN RELATION TO THE DEITY OF JESUS!
Jesus is the second person of the Trinity which is the Christian teaching that there is only
one God in existence and he is comprised of three persons: the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. Biblically, Jesus is the Word that became flesh and dwelt among us.
John 1:1 says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God ... Verse14, And the Word became flesh, and
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full
of grace and truth," (John 1:1-2, 14).
Let’s discuss the Triune Godhead – One in “essence”/“substance”, but Three Coexistent, Co-equal, Co-eternal Persons! Selected Diagrams include:

The symbolic images reproduced here depict the Tri-unity of the Godhead
“God in Three Persons” – Blessed Trinity!

13 | P a g e

Explaining the Triunity of the Godhead (Source: WHO IS GOD? – FOI-A Publication
currently in Print. Used with Permission. © Copyright, The Friends of Israel, 2019. Not to be
reproduced!)
Nothing can be true and false at the same time, in the same relationship, and in the same sense. This
principle is called the Law of Non-contradiction. God cannot be triune and non-triune at the same time.
He must be one or the other.
Admittedly, it’s difficult for people, who are finite beings, to grasp the concept of an infinite, triune
God. But God is divinely revealed in the entire Bible as one God in three persons: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. They are equal, eternal, and of the same essence (substance) and nature.
Over the centuries, theologians and philosophers have tried to illustrate the triunity of God. They’ve
used water, which can take the form of liquid, steam, or ice and still be water; an egg, composed of
three substances (shell, egg white, and yellow yoke); the sun, which possesses heat, light, and power;
and a chain made up of three links connected together. Yet all of these illustrations fail to explain the
Triunity because the elements in each undergo change, whereas each person within the Godhead is
unchangeable and distinctly eternal.
A better illustration is a triangle. It has three independent sides that connect but are inseparable. Yet
even this illustration falls short because it is a finite, human illustration that is trying to explain an
infinite God.
God exists in a domain and mode that transcends our finite minds. He falls outside our human
experience. He is not like us. Therefore, all our attempts to encapsulate Him fail.
The Triunity will always remain a truthful mystery presented in the Old and New Testament Scriptures,
and we must believe it by faith. Faith is what God requires of us: “Without faith it is impossible to
please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him” (Heb. 11:6).
What does all this mean to you?
It means everything! What you believe about God affects your life now and your eternal destiny in the
future. God wants to give you something priceless. He wants you to have a personal relationship with
Him and a home with Him for all eternity through His gift of everlasting life.
This is why we invite the reader, by God’s grace, to repent, believe and receive Jesus the Messiah into
your heart as you Saviour and serve Him as your Lord!

Who is this One whom You have invited into your heart and life and where is He now?
When one receives Jesus into his/her heart, He indwells us by His Holy Spirit (John 14:17).
The great “mystery”, wonderful and blessed as it is, the Bible reveals that is Jesus, the “God-

Man” (Emmanuel, God with us), is still the eternal “God-Man” in Heaven. He is
seated at the Father’s right hand (Hebrews 1:1-4; 12:1-4ff)! Right now, in heaven, Jesus is

still in the form of a man: "For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus," (1 Tim. 2:5). Furthermore, He rose from the dead in the same body He
died in as he predicted he would.
John 2:19-22, "Jesus answered and said to them, 'Destroy this temple, and in three days I
will raise it up.' Verse 20 says “The Jews therefore said, 'It took forty-six years to build this
temple, and will You raise it up in three days?' Verse 21: But He was speaking of the temple
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of His body. When therefore He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that
He said this; and they believed the Scripture, and the word which Jesus had spoken,"
22

Furthermore, Jesus retained the wounds of His crucifixion after He rose from the dead:
John 20:27, "Then He said to Thomas, “Reach here your finger, and see My hands; and
reach here your hand and put it into My side; and be not unbelieving, but believing.”
Forty days after His resurrection He ascended into heaven bodily:
Acts 1:9, "And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on,
and a cloud received Him out of their sight.
He will return again from the heavens, and will judge the world and all people:
Acts 1:11, "This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the
same way as you have watched Him go into heaven."
Yet, at the same time, He is still divine, just as Colossians 2:9 records Paul’s inspired
words: "For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily". Cf. also Colossians1:19.
SECTION THREE
A SUMMARY OF HISTORICAL THEOLOGY re THE DEITY OF JESUS
REFLECTED IN THE COUNCILS & “ CREEDS” OF THE EARLY CHURCH.
(1) THE NICEAN CREED (381 A.D. affirmed the Nicean Affirmations of Nicea, 325 A.D.
(2) THE APOSTLES’ CREED
found in a letter of A.D. 390 from a synod in Milan,
believed to be a widely accepted view in the 4th Century A.D.
that these were the tenets of faith accepted by, and taught by, the 12 Apostles
(3) NICENE CREED AFFIRMED (381 A.D.) & COUNCIL OF CHALCEDON (451 A.D.)

The First 4 of the 7 Councils of the Early Church (Excluding Acts)
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For a brief introduction to the Councils of the Early Church
& the “Creeds” associated with them, refer to Appendix B
SECTION FOUR
A BIBLICAL REBUTTAL of the HEBREW ROOTS MOVEMENT (HRM) AND
CERTAIN DOCTRINAL TENETS OF BELIEF SOME OF ITS LEADERSHIP &
PARTICIPANTS ESPOUSE &/OR IMPLY, INCLUDING THE CLAIM
THAT JESUS (YESHUA) IS NOT GOD, THUS DENYING HIS DEITY!

We refer readers to Bob Mendohlson’s comments cited in the First Section of this study
and the Chart in Appendix A.
AS TO HRM’s CHRISTOLOGY
There is no unified Christology in the Hebrew Roots movement. It is not rare to find
among HRM followers people who reject the notion of Yeshua as God in the flesh!
You will look in vain for a Statement of Faith on the above Founder/Teacher, Rico Cortes’
(see Image, above) Web Site; However, a random selection of his (or other) relevant HRM
speakers’ Media Teaching Materials, will quickly confirm the view that The "notion of a
“Trinity” or any other “God in the flesh” Messiah teaching is a fundamental violation of that
clear understanding of the ONE and ONLY true God." To make Yeshua as God is "the
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equivalent of breaking the first of the Ten Words" (Ten Commandments) according to these
speakers and their devotees!

But what do the Scriptures say? – A Biblical Rebuttal & A Christian Critique!
FIRST, we must place on record that GOD KNOWS THOSE WHO ARE HIS! (2
Timothy 2:19; cf. Psalm 139; Revelation 20:11-15). While He is ever the ultimate Judge

(Gen. 18:25; Gal. 2:1-20ff), discerning judgement by Believers is biblical (see Mt.
7:1ff) and recall the “tests” the Apostles have revealed in the NT writings.

SECOND, we (along with all other evangelical Bible Believers) avow and insist on
the principle that the Scriptures must “ever be the final court of appeal in all
matters of faith and practice”! God’s Word must always be the “prism” through
which we view the theological and practical claims of others. In this regard, we note
Isaiah 8:20 in particular!
THIRD, The HRM can be biblically challenged and in this Speaker’s opinion, be
Rejected on at Least Five Grounds:
1. A False Hermeneutic!
• HRM advocates demonstrate a Judaistic interpretive method rather than
the regular “grammatical, historical and literal” hermeneutic, that also
takes into consideration the literary genre of any given book of passage
(Heb. 1:1-4). They fail the “Progressive Revelation” Principle, also! The
Bible is God’s “unfolding drama of redemption”! (W. Graham Scroggie)
2. A Heretical “Theology”, especially their errant “Christology”!
• HRM’s theology begins with an erroneous view of “The Shema” (Dt.
6:4), based on their presuppositional “monotheism”. The corollary leads
to a biblically deficient view as to the identity and character of Jesus.
They claim Jesus is just a “man”, even a “good man” but stop short of
affirming His deity as the “God-man”, Emmanuel – God with us!
3. A Denigrated View of Scripture!
• The HRM superimposes its presuppositional Christology, their denial of
“Progressive Revelation” in history and its erroneous views of the
Tenach (our “Older Testament” which they claim must be ‘Judaically
interpreted’), onto the books of the New Testament. This truncated view
of the history of the Canon of Scripture denigrates the New Testament
writings to a subservient position to the “Older Testament” (Tenach).
Thus, in stressing the requirements of “torah” – e.g., Shabbat keeping
(cf. Mt. 12:1-8; 5:16f and Rom. 10:4) and the legalistic, ritualistic
observances of their personal and corporate worship beliefs and
practices. External patterns and practices are implied as being more
important than, say, the inward worship of God, from the heart (Jn.
4:22-24ff)
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4. A Repudiated “Ecclesiology”!
• The HRM rejects that the Church was/is part of God’s Prophetic
Programme. The Church as not His “Plan B”! (Mt. 16:18; Acts 2-28,
noting 15:13-15, 16ff; Eph. 1-3). The Church of His “redeemed” will be
on display before all the heavenly hosts for all eternity to the praise of
His glory and infinite wisdom! (Eph. 3:9-10ff; cf. Eph. 1:10-11 where
Paul tells us that the Lord Jesus, the Messiah, will be as it were the
“BANNER HEADLINE” as He heads up all things – it’s all about HIM!
5. An Ignorance (or Rejection – if identified!) of the Biblical Doctrine of “The
Kingdom”!
• Like so many of current, (traditional, “orthodox”) Christian Churches
who have a deficient or warped understanding of what the Bible teaches
about “The Kingdom”, the HRM fails to recognise (or accept) the
difference between the “Theocracy/Satanocracy/Monarchy” regimen in
Israel’s history in the Older Testament, and the prophesied promises of
the future establishment of Messiah’s Kingdom on earth. Given the
“Progressive Revelation” Principle and the divine inspiration of the
Scriptures (2 Tim. 3:14-15ff; 2 Pt. 1:20-21; Jn 17:17), Jesus (Yeshua)
will rule from David’s Throne in Jerusalem and His “redeemed” sharing
in His regal Administration over all nations for 1,000 years (The
Millennium), and then in the Eternal State, forever! (2 Sam. 7:7-14ff;
Mt. 6:10; Heb. 1-12:25-28f; Rev. 19, 20-22). In other words, the
Theocracy of Creation that was lost in the Fall, giving rise to a
“Satanocracy”, will be regained in “The Kingdom” in the Messiah, the
lord Jesus, who will present it, complete, to the Father IN THAT DAY!
(1 Cor. 15:22-24ff; cf. Rev. 11:14ff; 19:11-16; 20-22). These tenets of
faith are nowhere to be found in the HRM’s worldview or theological
beliefs.
As time permits in this Paper and public plenary session, turn with the speaker to these
selected passages as we wrap up our discussion:
1. Mt. 5:16-17 & Rom. 10:4. Jesus (Yeshua) has fulfilled “Torah” in EVERY
aspect!

2. Rom. 10:9-10 (Remembering the context of Romans 9, 10, 11 – Israel!).
3. Gal. 1:6-9; Gal. 2:14-16, with verse 20 EXPLAINED in full from the
Greek text; Gal. 3:13-14, and the purpose of the Law (vs. 24 – Greek,
paidagoge, tutor, schoolmaster to lead/protect children); Gal. 4:1-4ff; the
analogy to “cast out the bondwoman (The Law) for we are not children of
the bondwoman, but of the free” (vs. 31).
4. Ephesians & Galatians and 1 John 2:6 – “walk in the Spirit” (Greek,
peripateo = walk around, conduct one’s self, so, to live, NIV). See Eph.
4:2 (“Unity”); 4:17 (“Holiness”); 5:2: (“Love”); 5:8 (“Light)’ 5:13-15f
(“circumspectly” = “wisdom”). In Gal. 5:16 and 5:25/6:16 there are two
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different words used for “walk” in the Greek text. The first is the same as in
Ephesians, peripateo, as above. The second is stoicheo – “walk in relation
to others (who have gone before), walk in Indian file, placing one’s feet in
the footsteps of a predecessor – e.g., Sapper and soldiers in a minefield

(Gal. 5:25 and 6:16) “walk according to this rule”. Believers are to “glory
only in the Cross” (Gal. 6:14) and this relates to the “must understand
phrase” in Gal. 6:16, viz., “… and the Israel of God” (Explain fully!)
5. The “Tests” for Fellowship – some would argue, “Salvation” [see the
stated “purpose” verses in this Epistle 1:4; 2:1; 2:6-8; 2:22-26; 5:13 - in
1 John 2:3 – “ … know Him, if we keep His commandments” is often
misunderstood!
It means to keep His Word, that is Jesus’ Word because He is God! And
so, 2:6 “walk as He walked”! NB. 2:18-23 re the Father & The Son! This is
His commandment = BELIEVE ON THE NAME OF HIS SON JESUS
CHRIST AND LOVE ONEANOTHER as He gave us commandment;
Moreover, we are to “TEST THE SPIRITS” (4:1-6). So be careful whom
you hear and to whom you pay attention and imbibe their false teaching!
The world hears them; you must listen to the Apostles, as per THE WORD
OF GOD!
(Remember: The first heresy of the Early Church was not the deity of
Christ, but His humanity! John wrote in the historical context incipient
Gnosticism towards the end of the 1st century).
He, God, has sent the Son (God!) to be the Saviour of the world (4:9). He
has given us of His Spirit (vs 13ff, verse 17 AS HE IS, SO ARE WE IN
THIS WORLD). His commandments are not “burdensome” (5:3) … Note
the certainty of God’s witnesses (3 in heaven and 3 on earth- 5:7-8) …
Therefore, note 6:20 “that we may know Him that is true, … His Son, Jesus
Christ. This is the true God and eternal life!
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SECTION FIVE
CONCLUSIONS OF STUDY & PERSONAL APPLICATIONS
1. In light of what we have researched and now present, we say a corporate,
“Yes, Bob, we agree with you! Thanks, Brother!
Let’s give these erroneous teachings of the HRM a miss!
Let’s encourage our people God entrusts to us to “get back to the Bible”,
rightly interpreted!”
2. And as C.S. Lewis argued, believing Jesus to be only a good teacher is not an
option. Jesus clearly and undeniably claimed to be God. If He is not God, then He is
a liar, and therefore not a prophet, good teacher, or godly man. In attempts to
explain away the words of Jesus, modern “scholars” claim the “true historical Jesus”
did not say many of the things the Bible attributes to Him. Who are we to argue
with God’s Word concerning what Jesus did or did not say? How can a “scholar” two
thousand years removed from Jesus have better insight into what Jesus did or did
not say than those who lived with, served with, and were taught by Jesus Himself
(John 14:26) or attested to by His disciples and followers (1 Corinthians 15:115ff; Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:1ff) and preached by the Apostles (see Acts and the
Pastorals)?
3. As we close, there are two other vitally important questions that must be
asked.
(1) Why is the question over Jesus’ true identity so important?
(2) Why does it matter whether or not Jesus is God?
Answer: One’s future destiny depends on it! The most important reason that Jesus
has to be God is that if He is not God, His death would not have been sufficient to pay the
penalty for the sins of the whole world (1 John 2:2). Only God could pay such an infinite
penalty (Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21).
Jesus had to be God so that He could pay our debt. Jesus had to be man so He could die.
Salvation is available only through faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus’ deity is why He is the only
way of salvation. Jesus’ deity is why He proclaimed, “I am the way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6).

Jesus is the God who is near!
(Eph. 4:8-11)
therefore

Call Upon Him!

(Romans 10:13; Acts 16:30f)
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The writer of Hebrews described “God’s Last Word to Man”, Jesus (Yeshua) this way:
"He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he
upholds the universe by the word of his power." (Heb. 1:1-4, esp. vss. 3-4)
The apostle Paul wrote,
"He is the image of the invisible God ... by him all things were created, in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all
things were created through him and for him." (Col. 1:16)
If Christ is really God, as the Scriptures so clearly teach, then how can we do less than
believe on Him, love Him who first loved us and serve Him faithfully till life’s end?

God was in Christ (The Anointed One, Messiah) reconciling the world to Himself,
not imputing their trespasses to them … for He (God) made Him (Jesus/Yeshua) who
knew no sin to be sin for us that we might become the righteousness of God in Him

2 Cor. 5:21

A Suggested Sinner’s Prayer:
"O God in heaven, I want to know you as you really are. I am not as good as I like
to think I am. I have messed up. I've sinned and done things that you hate. But I
ask you to forgive me. Thank you, Jesus, that you died for me to set me free from
sin and you rose from the dead that I might have a new life with you. I choose to
trust you, God the Father’s only begotten Son, to be my Saviour. I believe that my
life is now bound to yours for time and eternity. Thank you for coming into my life
to be “my Lord and my God." Please help me from now on to live each day for you,
for your glory! AMEN.
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For those who may have come to faith in the Lord Jesus previously, but who have
for whatever reasons wandered from fellowship with Him, here is a further
opportunity to repent and “restore the years that the locusts have eaten”, as Joel put
it in chapter 2, verse 25.

Your Personal Prayer, as a Jewish or Gentile Believer,
in Rededication and Recommitment
to YESHUA, the LORD JESUS!

Dear G_d, the G_d of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….AMEN
Signed

……………………………………………………… Date ……………………………………………………
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Appendix A
What different PEOPLE, GROUPS, SECTS, PSEUDO-CHRISTIAN CHURCHES, BIBLE BELIEVING CHURCHES & The
HEBREW ROOTS MOVEMENT teach about Christ's Nature!
Atheist

Believe Jesus was just a man. They do credit him with being an influential philosopher and a moral
who became wiser with age. They do not believe Jesus was “God” or that he was raised from

Christadelphian

Jesus did not exist in any personal way before His divine conception but is the literal "word of God"
flesh. He was created a special but mortal man. He received divine power at His baptism which
cross. man has no soul, he also ceased to exist during the three days he was dead.
resurrection, Jesus deity in bodily form thus completing a three-step progression in nature.
They do not believe Christ will ever be equal to God or truly divine since they believe Jesus
created being just like man and the angels.

Jehovah's Witnesses

Mormon

* Bible Believing
Christian

Agnostic

* Some “Messianic”
Jews
&
“Messianic”
Congregations
Hebrew: Kehiloth,
“Assemblies”/“Communities”
who espouse a

“Hebrew Roots”
Worldview
&
Religious Practices
Other

They teach that Jesus was created by God just prior to creation. Jesus then created everything else.
(Col 1:16,17 NWT inserts "other" before "things" to make the text read, "By His all OTHER things were
created". The word "other" inserted throughout the text is not in the original Greek.) Jesus is not
considered to be equal to God at all but a lesser being. Jesus ceased to exist at His death for 3 days.
"As man now is, God once was...As God now is, man can become." is a saying that accurately describes the
Mormon view of Jesus. Mormons believe that Jesus was created by God and is a "brother" to Satan. Like
H.W. Armstrong, they teach “divine progression”. Jesus was once just a man who lived on another planet.
progressed to be equal to God with "gods to be" or humans. Unforeseen to Christ, Satan
(Jesus' brother) put a kink in this plan when he deceived Adam and Eve. Jesus was then required to die
for fallen man, His creation. Jesus therefore is a model for us and one day we will be equal to God colonize
other planets too. There are millions of other planets being colonized right now in the same way in other
galaxies. What makes earth's colonizing process unique is Satan's deception of Jesus is the God of planet
earth. The Mormon hope is to marry, through a Mormon Temple ceremony, as many celestial earth brides.
In the resurrection all good Mormon men will call from the dead those women they married in a
then fly off to some uninhabited planet with their many polygamous wives and

The Bible teaches that Jesus is one of three separate personal beings who are divine. The Father,
Son and Holy Spirit are co-equal and have always co-existed, eternally. The Bible view of the divinity
of Christ is categorically different from all other categories in this Chart. We will one day share the
divine pattern of moral conduct and be equal to God in righteousness but mankind will in no sense
ever be considered divine or equal to God in nature, though 2 Peter 1:4ff records that believers,
by God’s promises “… may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped corruption
that is in the world by lust”. Jesus pre-existed His physical birth: Jn 1:15 + Lk 1:24-26; Jn 1:1.
Jesus created ALL THINGS and therefore is not Himself created: Jn 1:3; Col 1:16,17; Heb 1:2,10.
Rev 5:13,14 pictures a scene with all creation worshipping Jesus as God: Rev 5:13,14. As this
Paper’s later discussion will show and elaborate on, the Son, the Son of God, is sovereign Lord –
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS!
The designation comes from two Greek words – no, knowledge. Hence this person is one who claims that
one can’t know anything for sure; he’s uncertain because of any number of stated barriers or inhibitions.
accepts his finiteness in his capacity to “know” whether “Deity” exists. He will, at the same time “know”
certain finite things, pragmatically through his experience!

There is an upsurge, currently, of Jewish and Gentile (allegedly) “Believers” who endorse and
practice those tenets loosely described as “The Hebrew Roots” Movement (HRM). The premise of this
movement is the belief that the Church has veered far from the true teachings and Hebrew concepts
of the Bible. It also maintains that Christianity has been indoctrinated with the culture and beliefs of
Greek and Roman philosophy and that ultimately biblical Christianity, taught in churches today, has
been corrupted with a pagan imitation of the New Testament Gospels. Some – maybe many - of
those in the “Hebrew Roots” system and belief do not espouse the “Deity of Jesus” as taught
in Scripture! Neither does their constituency generally, hold to the view that Christ's death on the
cross ended the Mosaic Covenant (but see Mt. 5:16-17; Rom. 10:4) , but instead renewed it,
expanded its message, and wrote it on the hearts of His true followers. They teach that the
understanding of the New Testament can only come from a Hebrew perspective and that the
teachings of the Apostle Paul are not understood clearly or taught correctly by Christian pastors
today. Many affirm the existence of an original Hebrew-language New Testament and, in some cases,
denigrate the existing New Testament text written in Greek. This becomes a subtle attack on the
reliability of the text of our Bible. If the Greek text is unreliable and has been corrupted, as is
charged by some, the Church no longer has a standard of truth. Thus, this movement is a religious
movement that advocates the return and adherence to the first century walk of faith and obedience
to the Torah by seeking a better understanding of the culture, history, and religio-political backdrop
of that era which led to the core differences with both the Jewish, and later, the Christian communities.
As a movement that developed out of Classical Pentecostalism, the majority of this movement is founded
on, and retains certain aspects of its Pentecostal tenets – the Deity of Jesus not being one of them!
(Fill Out Personally)
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Appendix B
Short Introductions to Each Council

In this context, we concur with the clarion call of the non-Conformist Pastor and
“Prince of Preachers, C.H. Spurgeon, when he avowed:
“No Creed but Christ!”.

Nicaea (325 A.D.)
At the decree of Pope St. Sylvester I and the Emperor Constantine the General Council of
Nicaea was convened in 325 AD in order to quell the Arian controversy, which had begun
approximately seven years earlier.
Arius, a priest from Alexandria, after whom the heresy of "Arianism" is named, taught that
the Logos (the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity) is not Divine, but is rather the most
perfect and first of God the Father's creatures.
Three hundred and eighteen bishops, along with the Pope's legates and the Emperor,
assembled in Nicaea in order to define clearly and forever the Church's doctrine on the
Divinity of Christ (the Incarnate Logos) and also to anathematize the Arian heresy.
In addition to this chief task of dealing with the Arian heresy, the Council of Nicaea also
promulgated many disciplinary canons on a variety of matters. Some of the better-known
persons who attended and participated at this Council are St. Alexander of Alexandria, St.
Eusebius of Nicomedia, St. Athanasius of Alexandria, Eusebius of Caesarea, and Nicholas of
Myra.
This Council is doctrinally significant for its explicit definition of the Divinity of the Son of
God, Who, the Council professes, is of one nature or substance with God the Father.
This Council also definitively condemned any theology that holds that the Divine Nature is
mutable or subject to change of any sort.

Constantinople (381 A.D.)
This General Council was convened in order to re-condemn the Arian heresy as well as to
dogmatically define the Divinity of God the Holy Spirit. The Macedonians, also known
as the "Spirit-fighters," held, contrary to traditional Church teaching, that the Holy Spirit
was merely a creature and therefore not Divine.
It was against this group that the Council's teachings were chiefly directed. In order to make
more explicit the Church teaching on the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, the Council Fathers
added to the Nicaean creed, after the words "And in the Holy Spirit," the statement "the
Lord, the Giver of life, Who proceeds from the Father, Who together with the Father
and Son is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke through the prophets."
This statement, which clearly and explicitly affirms the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, made it
definitively evident that Macedonianism is not within the sphere of orthodox Christianity.
Two of the key persons who were involved at the Council of Constantinople are Meletius of
Antioch and St. Gregory of Nazianzen.
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Ephesus (431 A.D.)
Nestorianism and Pelagianism are the two principal heresies against which the teachings of
this General Council were directed. Nestorianism is named after the Bishop of
Constantinople, Nestorius, who taught, around the year 430 or so, that in Christ there are two
persons, one Divine and one human, which are united morally or accidentally. In other words
Nestorius taught that the Divine Son of God and that the human person, Christ, are united to
one another in intellect and will by the grace of God. Since Nestorius held that in Christ there
were not only two natures but also two persons he then concluded that the Blessed Virgin
Mary is not the Mother of God but rather merely the Mother of Christ. Over and against this
view the Council Fathers taught that in Christ there is One Person, the Son of God, who has a
Divine Nature from all eternity and a human nature from the moment He assumed it at the
Incarnation. The Council Fathers also taught that since the Blessed Virgin is the Mother of
the Incarnate Word, Who is a Divine Person, She can rightfully be called the Mother of God.
The Pelagian heresy, which St. Augustine fiercely battled during his life, denied Original
Sin and maintained that grace is not strictly necessary but rather only morally necessary for
salvation. Contrary to Pelagianism the Council Fathers taught that grace is absolutely
necessary for man to perform any salutary action whatsoever. Moreover, they maintained that
"God thus operates in the hearts of men and in the free will itself, so that a holy thought, a
pious plan, and every motion of good will is from God, because we can do anything good
through Him, without Whom we can do nothing" (DS, 135).
This Council was presided over by St. Cyril of Alexandria and confirmed by Pope St. Sixtus
III.
Chalcedon (451 A.D.)
In the year 451 Pope Leo and the Emperor Marcion assembled one hundred and fifty
bishops at Chalcedon. This Fourth Ecumenical Council of the Church was principally
convened in order to assert the orthodox Catholic doctrine against the heretical teachings of
Eutyches and the Monophysites. Eutyches and the Monophysites taught that in Christ not
only is there One Person but there is also only One Nature (i.e., the Divine Nature). These
heretics held that when the Word became flesh the human nature was completely and totally
absorbed by the Divine Nature such that only One Nature remained. It is interesting to note
that the orthodox Christological Doctrine of the Hypostatic Union (i.e., that there are two
natures, the Divine and human, joined to each other in the One Divine Person of God the
Son), as defined by the Council of Chalcedon, stands as the mean between Nestorianism (two
natures and two persons), on the one hand, and Monophysitism (One Nature and One
Person), on the other hand. Probably the most famous Christological text from this Council is
that which affirms that in Christ there are two natures united "without mingling, without
change, indivisibly, undividedly, the distinction of the natures nowhere removed on
account of the union but rather the uniqueness of each nature being kept and uniting in
One Person and One Substance, not divided or separated into two persons, but one and the
same Son only begotten God Word, Lord Jesus Christ" (DS, 148). Unfortunately, this
General Council's teachings--concerning the natures of Christ and their relation to one
another--were not accepted by all. Many in Egypt, Armenia, Syria and other places refused to
accept the definition of Chalcedon. In these locations Monophysites can be found to this day.
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